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My Lords, 


d &a: Lordſhips having ſenterced this Diſcourſe to the 
Preſs by your ,joynt Commands, ( for as ſach I interpret 
your defircs) has emboldned me to moke this jozut De- 

dication; chufing rather that oth.rs ſhould cenſure me for my 

weakneſs then your I ordſhips charge me with —_ 

In complyance with the ſame obligations, 1 have( likewiſe ) 
inſerted thoſe Additions, which the ſ1rei ghrs of time would not 
then permit me to de'iver, and have pared off thoſe Repetitions, 
which in ſpeaking had their uſe, the more to inculcate , and 
the better to ſet on the matter, but wanld not have been ſo 
gratcful in writing, becauſe Readers account every thing tos 
long, that hath any thing tvo much. 7 have likewiſe contrafted 
ſome "7 gu which in Diſcourſes of ſo much length , could 
kardiy be fo conciſe as I deſired ; Memory being not always at 
Fland to give birth to every conception of the Mind, in ſuch 
ſormes as I intended , and ſome few things are _ 
where 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


where .he defe# of Aterf? wide Rb baulks tn the firſt deli- 


wi ld AM YOMOQH THOjT.: 
ts Lords, 7 how the many Cenſures a bicarſ of this 
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my Patrons; I (þ wo other "Apology to recommend me to 
for porno of i Goof 0fommieS A500 ot 14 MeprptFony of phe 
JOWs; | 

1 therefore now | humbly LPtalvry\ RL bu} wert".'pleaſ#d to 
defire, as a laſtinz Monument of my Gratitude, for jour 
Approbation, and Acceptance: of ' my, weak performances, which are 
exough to (et an Eftimate on perſons and things, of themſelves 
man ndbipor(bleJ- I) 3A CV NA © th vg 

And that your Lordſhips may ever do worthily in our Engliſh 
IGacl,” by fatally Struiyg jour God, yohr. Frincel 1 Re{-gion, and 
Re v8 m2 (hps Fa of the K-woi, "nc Adeniniftracion 
of Juſtice, is, and ever ſhalt be ,"'the Prayers of, 


My. Lords, 
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2 SAM. XXI.-16 and 17 verſes: i 

Then |\hbibenob which was of the Sous of the Giant ( the weight 
of whoſe' ſpear weighed three hundred Sheckles of Braſs in veight ) 

© be being Girded with: a new Smard , _ thought to. have ſlain 

But Abiftai the Son of Zerviah ſuccoured him and ſmote the 
Philiſtin, and &c. 


HE Various and Intricate Aas of a Divine Provi- 
dence which at 'this day- are obvious to every. 'Eye, 
are a ſubje&t worthy the beſt Hiſtorians pen, * and 
Chriſtians meditation. Altho former Ages have not 
wanted variety of experiences, which their Eccleſia» 

ſtical Writers have gathered up; and preſerved for us, yet the fin- 

gular occurrences of the preſent Age, afford occaſions of choicer 
obſervation and richer diſcourſe; for if you conſider the many Twrns 
in Germany, the ſeveral Ruptures in Handers, the Artificial © Deſo- 
lations, and bloody perſecutions in France, with the late amazing Rewo- 

Intions in England, you will therein find the' Intriges of Policy, the 

Depths of Popery, the ſum of Men, the Account of Projeds, the Map 

of Miſeries, the Cries of a Church, the Pities of s God, and the Ma 

Charta of Miracles. | 

The trembling period of Time ( wherein we now breath ) gives 
us, as clear an Inſtance as any of the former ; that of all people 

Religious Princes, Churches, and States, have had the beſt Friends, 

and the worlt Enemies,. which vein of Oppoſition hath continued 

from the days of Cain to this very hour, and hath erected it's Rigour 
in all the methods of Serpentine Deſigns, and in all the furies of Giant- 

like Rage and Cruelty. q 

Bur (till the great God, ( who is never wanting to his own Cauſe 
and Intereſt ) hath ftept down in the very nick oft time to curb 
that infolent'fury, or. defeat thoſe Artificial plots, -of his and his 

Churches. Adverſarics. 

Among(t the many -Iuſtances which . may be given, this in my 

Text is- very Remarkable in -its ſelf, and ſuitable to this days 

occaſion. B if 
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* 2 Sam. 22s 


Je.) Hominiy 
Paleſtini cogno- 
mento Gigantis 
qu1 babitabat 
m- Gath. 
Brent, in 1o- 
cum. 

* Num. 32.42- 
Judg. 8. 11. 
Nehem. 11.22. 
2 Kings. 26. 
F Viri menſure. 
Heb. Verſ. 
Et.wit erat In- 
gentis proceri- 
tatis Oy forti- 
tudinis. 
idemry in locury. 


OED -em_  - 


In this Phiifin War with 1a] David is diſtreſſed ', waxeth 
and laboitrs under fome ill Circumſtances, and naw the 
the Giavt-lec ſlip no freight of his} ot advantage of their own, but 
Improve this occaſion into a farprizal, for then it was, that Iſbibenob, 
which was of the.Sons of rhe Giant, —_ to hawe ſlain David. 

e thin 


faint, 
Sons of 


In which words w2 have the 5 Conſiderable. . 
I. A ftout and warlike Champion, Ihbibenob which was. of the” Sons 
of the G . | { wes 
oof Hlis Artillery, or-Furniture: of Wary a Great. Spear ; anda new 
Sword. 
II. His purpoſe, Defign,. and Councel of '#ar : He thoug bt to hawe 
flain David. 
IV. His Defeat, or diſappointment > But Abiſhai the Son of Zerviab . 
ſuccoured bim, 8c. | | 
The Words need no Curious Analytical Explication,' and to make 
truths, plain in themſelves, difficult by obſcure handling of them, is 
not to divide and exp/ainy. but to Martyr and torment a Text. But 
what Explication-they need you ſhall have in this ſhort Paraphraſle. 
Then || IÞbbibenob, &c. ] ( 5, e. ) An inhabitant of Nob, thar- being 
the place of his Reſidence;we find two *Citics of that Name in Scripture, 
the one beyond Fforday, the other on this fide of it wi the Confines 
of che Tribes of Fudah .and Benjamim, where the Prieſts inhabited , 
here it was ( if we will believe the Talmudifts ) that atter the Prieſts 
were ſlain the Inhabicants deg2nerated into Gyants ; but rather be- 
cauſe the Prieſts being there barbarouſly aflaftinated by Sau!, - the 
Inhabitants ( Giant-like ) took. the greater confidente to aflault David. 
' . Which was of the Sons of the Gyant J( i. e. ) his Lineage, and deſcent 
was from a Race of Men of f prodigious Dimenſions beyond the com- 
mon $:2ndard and propartion, fleſhed by opprefiion, and crueltyof 
all, that lived near them. Should I run out into thoſe Romances that 
fabulous Antiquity hath . ſtoried of them, my diſcourſe would bz as 
monſtrous, as their Perſons; 'tis enough to know, that thzy were 
vaſt and ſtrong, grown fierce and Refolite ; who having re- 
noung'd their Allegiance to the God of Heaven, arrive to that pro-. 
digious. 


up Eminefit Deliverers ro come 1n Tis a I 
| —_ Van 


digious Imprdercp, as to bid TR tothe Lord p- - his Hoſts, to 
Heaven, and its ven 

The weight of whoſe Spear, &c.] His Artillery is like himſelf, the 
Spear vaſt and ponderous, the Head whereot being by orginary 
computation yen moan wh, * pound weight belides. which he was 

Girded with a new Sword |] called naw , either, becauſe it was 
then newly * pnt on, or "at thiattime he was newly advanced to ſome 
Military Honour, and Employment, being 1n a better, | poſt then 
formerly; or as other thitik'he was a | Nowice in the A4resy and.. Sira- 
tagems of War, who tho? vaſt in bulk, was low in Spiit,, and, thus 
armed the more r0 animare his conhdenge, and hoy his; valour.- 
howerer it was, 


He though bt to have ſlait "Devil? Foe may be on en as a 


Type of an \Earthly gel uſing God Ca &' an his Battles; J 
Ela F: Ny Tb rj ng en of. cho 
of 
© , But Aviſhei Fug wW 
Siſters lot and Zn fan to come (2 its De md 
fiftance, (o that be. pay rl neyer ſo great,” the. never fo 
rn ; and formidable, be Lp Spears pangee us #he Swords 
new, yet it the War | & againſt Pl hinge 25 well as the 
Cn Wor tis oy ONE d3 org, 2540903 (NH 
The Wo old, abt; afforc theſs Progaſuians, 
as &e iekr, arid that | the nflng. Diſc Ya 
Feh hes FIGS, ut ap AI fg 
of the Wor EX @,! C (8) 
Age: of ? poſed [to che ty 


IL. The deſigns. of lie tf 
thenthe Churthe; Ruin, © aa a op ac been. _ at 
fully appeared 


IIL Js Upd hath n the, rery.. nickof time 


Intereſt. For Abiſhaj tho5pns of Zergiabluccoured him. 
IL V. When God doth thus.appear,, he notonly renders the Inſult- 
oo end onfiencts of the Churches Adver{aries unproſperous, bur likewiſe 
rreogantal Eventually pernicions, for Abijhai ſmoze the -Philifis and 


Fy ror with the Firſt of theſe ( viz.) That Religious Princes, 
Churches, and States, have in all Ages of the World been expoſed to 
the Rage, and eruelty of Gyant-like Adverſaries; on which C were 
ir not to blunt the firſt and freſheſt of .your.. Attentions ).1 could 
largely out on mapy excellent ;xruths,, which - now: 4c ohly 
name. As, 

1, The depth of that Implacable Enmity, which lyes- in he 
Philiſtins ticart againſt Jrae), in the Sons of the! Giant againſt: David. 
The old Paraltel between Peri _ Philift ins is every day a drawing 


our 


* Non tam pute 
Enſem eſſe nc- 
vum,1. &. recent 
tem,quam re« 
centdr tunc glas 
dio fuiſſe ſuc- 
cinitum, 

t Nam cingi di- 
cuntur quit ali« 
quam dignita+ 
tem aſſequuntare 
|| ro erat ut 
major ejus ane 
dacia commen- 


Gaſp. ſan&ius & 
Cornel, a Lap, 
in locum. 


- ay 
- - 606 Ate 
-.- m— 


Ab DS ou A 4 Ao Rl AM —— 


(Ir 


out to a further le & of ory, theſe ty ever. been the PLilftin: 
of our Engliſh cleng 'and OY have beep baffled in all their Ar- 
temprs ( as the Phjliſtins were. at i 4l, Fri ty ah ) yet ſtill. we fee 
new Wars withTfrael, and indeed' whi a Forge: gt Ground, 
and og and France a FaQorage Lea: in England, we mult expedt 
no other. 

2, The ſtadious activity of their males, "and hateds for p ever 
and anon watch for David" fainting fits, and with their new Swords 
and Speers think to diſpatch him : % Inftruments of cruelty bave ever 
been in the habitation of our Jhbibenob ( that Man of Blood and Maſſa- 
cre) now in Arms againft us, ' whoſe very name Is enough to-give,you 
a:compleat Yes of the'blackeſt Tyranny , that can. imag Wiged 
who hath pariocute with all,the characers: of bar rity, be all 
that former-- © ah dreanit of, as if he deſigned $0 let the World ſee, 
that Nero, Dim Caligula, Diocleſian, and the relt of the bloody Crew, 
were men. of bowels In rebel of himſelf : And _— it 1s worthy 


our renagk, that where ever the Ro Gig, 08 Tet have ; Ap- 
peared ups) i the Fordofths dof the World {a hah odd Jo han and. Gares:1n 
| 3+ Vinight* ke ibtics os the ſerehal degrees of. Pitibe parpilſen 
in fufferitly Dav#to faint, and 1ſhbibenob to inlult, -and how much 


vine Wiſdom, wnfpotted Faftice, and' i Fromm woken i x 03 2 perr 
Ms br A ith rand three fa Lmey 
them YoFtinſu Es pt TN at, the ma 
ant ( viz, Y bloidmelF of f Exec, al RE of 
expeCarion 5 all which fin / appears in he þ  inltapes hers in Jy 
or 


Text, for whett'Devid4 waxed Faint, then 1/hbihe GS waxed villainoys 
cannot fay yaliant ) to fall upon a man, in wt .condition ; ); 
thien it was that be 1honght td bave ſain David, which "brings, me to the 
ſecond thing, (it. ) 

*- HE Thar thedeſign of th Churches Kixerſipies? is no lef;then the 
Churches ruin, 

This Truth ſhines cklyby i its own bearhs, and the Field of Teſti- 
mony is very large, {6 that we cannot dip into any one Age of the 
World ; or Chronolegy, either ſacred or civil, wherein we Mmay- not: reagl 
of the Giants attemprs for ruin. . 

It would be too large for me to inſiſt on all the Inftances we "kind on 
the ſacred Record, for ever ſince Cain lay. the knife at Abe/'s throat, the 
Churches Vein have bled : Look on Pharaoh (that Egyptian Adverſary.) 
haw from oppreſſion headvanced to the deſtruction of {rael : on Se- 
nacherib (that Aſſyrian Adverſary) no'leſs will ſerve his wn then Blal- 
phemy againft-God, and the deſtruction of Hezekiab and Feruſalem : 
on Haman, whole ambitious mind could ſwim in no lefs than a Sea 
of Jewiſh blood, he'l. raiſe Mountains of Carkafſes and make all Perſta, 
his 'Shambles, to which end he cloſets his Officers, conſults his Cabinet, 


inſiguates 


os OO” 


ihagaees the work into.the King , and makes it his modeſt Reque#?, 


hat they might be all deflroyed : No more than that, and no lef, than #f3.12,13, 


tdlay the Ax at the Root of the whole Fewiſh Nation. 
e flike might be inſtanced in Amntiochus Epiphanes, and the _— 
perſecution, which-were caſt out like a flond to drown the Chrurch of 


God ; what ſhould I ſpeak of the Antichriftian Plots, and Furics, which” 


havebeen afting above theſe thouſand years, they have been tofling us 
upon the great Spear of their dreadful Anathemes and Excommunicatie 
ons 3 have girt on the new Sword of black Confpiracies , curled Strata- 
gems, and Helhſh deſigns, and what not? to ruin David, God's Cauſe 
and intereſt amongit us : 1 need not lead you fo for back, as more 
than an hundred years ſince, when being girt with the new Sword of a 
wat Armado, they thought to have taken us in a fainting fir ; or how 
ſince, when Prince and People, Laws, Liberties, and Religion, ſhould have 
been blown up with one tatal breath into the trembling Air; and in a 
miſt of d#knels, and Cloud of Powder, have been offered as Holocanus 
tb. .the Romiſh. Moloch : but look to the latter date of five years ſince, 
when-Romethreatned our Chureh with Idotatry; - France our Nation with 
Slavery, when no Mart. was ſafe in his innocency, or ſecure in his Pro- 
pertics, no Fences being ſtrong enough to reſiſt precarious Fudges, br 
corrupt Furies, when daring to be Free.men and Proteſtants, was enough” 
to render us Crimmals, .and Laws, 7uitice, and Trials, made the Cere- 
manjes LD gr of our, Ruin : Nay look: but to the very laſt* 

onth, how 1hbrbencb, armed with Swords and Spears, 'and animat> 

by: overpowring Forces and Nymbers, tell upon our David in a di- 
ſtreſſed time, tho bleſſed -be God not in a fainting ft : How near then- 
was the Glory departing/ front our Iael, the Crown falling from our 
Head? and our happireb; expiring. with 'the breath of our Noſtrils ?* 
but God ſeeing the diſtreſs of poor David under the inſulting confi-- 
dence of his blood thirſty Adwirſaries, ſent his Angel, as an 4biſhai the 
Son of Zerviah to ſuccour him 3 which haftens me unto the third thing* 
to be ſpoken unto, (wviz.) | | 

I11. That God hath in the- very nick of Time wonderfully appeared” 
in raiſing up eminent Deliverers to come in as'a Reſerve for his own- 
Cauſe and Intere#t. —_— b- 4 

It cannot be denied,, but that we may light on ſeveral Ages wherein 
the Church hath failed upon the Waves, and perhaps ſwam in Rivers of 
Blood : been (with Dawid here) in a faintmg fit, and expected every mo- 
ment to fall as a Sacrifice to the Sons of the Giant, but when ever they 
have attempted its Ruin, God hath ſtept in to defeat their Deſigns, and 
ſecure his own Intereſt. 

This Truth:ſhall be confirmed after Three Things are premiſed. 

1. You mult put a differenze 'twixt a Nations and Churches mole- 
Fflatien,and its deſolation. David may be diftreſſed, but he ſhall not be de- 
ffreyed : He may bave his faming fir, but there will come a reviving 
Time, Whar 


159g, 


* Impellere poſ- 
funt, ſed in 10+ 
tum profterneve 
non poſſunt, 
crudeliter me 
rra#are pojjunt 
ſed non extir- 
are. 


Lach in Pſ.118, 


|| 2 Cur. 48,9. 


Euſled, 


What Lathber confidently fpake of *bimfelf, or what we maintain 
__ the Pepiſts concerning babitual faith, may be truly affirmed 
of the Church militant, ſhe may be oppreſſed, ſhe ſhall never be ſuppreſſed, foe 
may be ſbaken, but (be || cannot be ſhivered. | 

2. You muſt diſtinguiſh 'ewixt probabiliry and infallibility of Ruin; 
David may by the Fatigue of War, or otherwiſe, be diſtreſſed, and in 
the commentariesof Human Reaſon, as well as in the inſulting confi- 
dence of Iſhbibeneb, be. on the. Borders of Ruin, but Eventusl and ins 
fallible dettru@ion ſhall nor befal him , the inftances hereof are very 
numerous , in Pharaoh, Heman, Herod, &&c. Fulian ( that infamous 490- 
fate) atter all his ſucceſsle(s attempts to rooc out Chriſtianity, conf. 
led as much, when bleeding under his deadly wound, tho the Arrow- 
came out of ihe Perſian Pow, yet the Wretch knew, that it was ſent 


| by an higher than a Perſian hand. 


Dioclefian ( the left, and bloodieſt of all the Roman Emperours 5) 
laid down his Purple , and retired to the Solitudes of a Private Life, 
helngſoens to contels ; that the more beendeavoured to block up the way 


of Chriit, the more it became paſſable, and to blot out the Name of Chrift, 
. the more «t became legible; and whatever of Chrift be thought to root out, 
' it rooted the deeper, and aroſe the bigber in the Hearts and Lives of the Chri- 


- Hlzans. 


_ The Remiſh Giant withall his Sons of Fraud and Perjury, tho arm- 
ed with great Spears, and new Swords, the Power of Emperonrs, Kings, 


. and Rulers, which they have fourbiſh'd up todiſtreſs Devid, yet ſhall 


not ſlay him, for God hath Ladders to ſcalethefſe Mountains of Pride, 


. and Weapons to put into his hands (tho it be but a Sling and a Stone) 


to oveicome thoſe Goliabs, that thus ſend Challenges to the Moſt 
High, wherewith they ſhall ere& Trophies over all their Enemies Pride, 
and Cr uelty. But: - P 

3- You muſt diftinguiſh !twixt a particular Perſow and a Church : this 
or that individual Member may fall, but they ſhall not prevail to the 
deſtrudtion of the whole ; they muſt have the Art to conquer God, as 
well as to fight againſt him before they ſhall'be able to root ont his In» 
tereſt, or deſtroy his. People. | 

This may very well be applied to our own Caſe, for if we tefle&t 


- on the condition-of this: Church and! Nation, ever ſince its Reformation, 


we may obſerve fuch a Series of Providences attending it\, that we 
*havethe lefs reaſon to be diſcouraged at our preſent d:ffcultres, or dif- 


 heartened at the fear of future dangers. What ſtruglings did it meet 


wich in the Birth? and altho it were therein hike Jacob, who took hold 
of the Feet of his Brother, and at laſt obtained the Bleſſing, yet the Romiſh 
-Party got the {tart like Eſaw, and came forth all Red and Hairy, full 
of Blood andl Cruelty, and the old Giant ſtirr'd up his Sons, and caſt out 


of his mouth a Flond of Fire to deftroy the Church, before it could attain 
usfull growth and merurity 3 but after jt furyived thoſe Flames and en-. 


joyea- 


Javid ſurconred © © 


joyed « firm-eſtabliſhment under the care and condu& of a wiſe and ' 
cautious Government ; what refHeſs endeavours ? what ſecret Plots ? © 


what borrid Conſpir irecies2? what —_ Attempts ? what dome#tick Trea- 
ſens 'were carried on during the Rei " 


Z 


it pleaſed God go deliver her from the Gients Sword of Deffruftion, tho 
ſhe were toffed on his Spear of Excommunication, whilſt two of her 
neighbourtg Princes were barbaronſly murthered for not being zea- 


tous enough in eſponſing the Popiſh intere#t , tho they both proteſled - 


to own ahd maintain it. 

It wontd too much rack your attentions to particularize the ſucceed- 
ing Attempts: of the Giant, aud his Sons; and our Deliverances z who 
by the juſt Jadgment of Heaven were ſuffered ſo far to precipitate all 
matters » that they ruined their own Deſigns by over-driving -them , 
and at laſt withered in the Farrow: of cheir own Plantation. 

Theſe things being -premiſed, this Truth now comes to be confirm- 
ed, which ſhall be done by theſe iwo Arguments. The Firſt ſhall be , 

I. Taken from God ashe is on David's ſide, eſpouſes his Gauſe and 
fights bis Battles. 

[T. The Second ſhall be taken from that oppoſition God hath al- 
wayes ſhewn to /ſbbibenob, and all his Accomplices. - | 

I. As God Goth eſpouſe David's Caule, &c. How confidently doth 
he ſay, The Lord of Hits is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge, 'tis 
he that teacheth my bands to war, and my finger: to fight. and tis through 
God that be ſhall do waliantly, for ic zs he, that ſha! iread down bis Ene- 
mies : This God doth theſe two wayes, ' wiz. ) 


of that Proteftant Princeſs ? © 
and which is very remarkable, whilſt the openly owned that Cauſe, - 


1- By infatuating the Sons vt he Grant, king away the wiſdom of * 
the ik. 


and the Re ſo/utions of rhe men ot Courage: droiding their Coun- 


felr, diverting their Deſigns, 2nG «.jhmg ali hc 110 pieces, 

It was oot the Sp:iit and Lov age of Akxander with. his Macedontan 
Army couid have m0 fc woden, ans eaſic Corqueſt of the Ex 
ſtern parts of the Ba %.74%vle H5., GC | had not providentially made 
way toi his Succeſſes, ile” : the Comunſels 0: Darius, lo as to have 
given him thoſe aGrarnc- 25 
ed fo: : it is a frequent ovſery ation: , 7 har pruderc Men (who are 
ſo tor 1bit) aremany tiricsint-:uared whenthey ſhould give preſent 
Camel to #& a lelign, and valiant Meu cannot oftentimes find their 
Spirtcs, ut ſtand like mn 5744224, when they ſhould put forth their 
ſtrengtii to help and fave. Fhe Heathen therefore ſpake as it he had 


' ' Ei:.{2it, he could neve: have hop: + 


found ſomewhat more than ordinary, + which ſwayed Events, when » ; Pergeme” * 
he faid , * There was as mucht one as Man could da, but yet it could not dextr} defends 


preſerve Toy : tur the || Race 38 not to the ſwift, nor the Battle to the Point etiam + 
hec defenſa 
e. 


|| Eccleſ.9. 1. + 


flrong, there is no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againſt 


the Loru. 


2. By inſpicing his Davids. with new Spirit, and Courage removing 
their 


4 


% 
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their difliculties ,. diſpelling their, fears 4 
of ſome happy Circunſtances.,.\ giving,; them: ſtrange, -ani:un 
accountable ſucceſſes. Look over.all the mighty: Rewolkitions) which 
haye happened in che Kimgdems, and Empires of the World, andthe 
more you ſearch, conſidzr, and compare things, the- greater-truth 
you will find in this obſervation ; as for example,-+when God deſigned 
to puniſh the Eaſtern Nations for , their tranſgreſſions, then the-Babylo- 
ian Monarchy role fo faſt, and. ſpread- fo far, - that- nothing was: able 
to ſtand before it , and when Babylon; fins dared: Heaven's Vengeance, 


» 


and by4a Cort curre nc 


+ then God raiſed up * Cyrus, and called him by bis name, long vefore 


be was born, and brought the fierce Nations of the Eaſt to ſubmit 'them- 
ſelves to him and when Babylon her (elf was moſt ſecure,full of Wine and 
Follity, at an Anniverſary Feaſt, he led. Cyras into the -City by a way, 
they dreamed not of,, and then all.the 2iſeries, which» had been 
cena by the Prophets, came upon them, when they leaſt expeted 
LNCING F 

It would make on'es heart bleed to read the Tragtdies, which all 
parts of the Roman Empire ſuffered by the Goths, Vandals, and; Huns, 
tor who could have thought, that theſe Cowardly, Deſpicable;,at\d Bar 
barous Varlets ( as they were eſteemed by | the Romans) could have 
made-ſuch havock in that flouriſhing Empire, that in 5o years time, 
ther2 was more of it deſtroyed by their means, then had been gained 
in a thouſand before? yet they were deſpiſed, and Rediculed by the 
Grave Romans, at the ſame time they were conquered by them, ſo that 
we may ſee,there isno ſuch mighty difference in.the Wits, and Pollices 
of Men; no ſuch great advantages in military power , and condutt, 
no ſuch wonderful diſproportion 1n the Courage, wiſdom, and education 
of Men, but when God ſhall let loofe the molt barbarous people upon 
the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms, the moſt Diſciplined Armies, and moſt 
fortified Citadels, they have in ſpite of all oppoſition over-run, overcome, 
and everthrown them, | 

Salvian( who lived neereſt thoſe times ) tel!s, us, that the moſt 
thinking Men obſerved an extraordinary hand of God going along 
with them, inſomuck that one of their greateſt Generals, tound him- 
ſelf carried on by fuch a mighty load and met with ſuch unac+ 
countable fucc2ls in all his £r:empts , that he called hitnſelf the ſcourge 
in God s hand to chaſtiſe the debauchery, follies , and Immoralities of ſuch 
who called themſelves by the Chriſtian Name, but did not lead the Chriſtian 
I *. Machiavel himſelf takcs notice ot fo ftravge a-differencein the 
conduct, and ſucceſs of the Romans at different times, that they could 
hardly be Imagined to be the ſame people, and after all his 'Ender- 
vours to find our othzr catifes, he is at laſt forced to conclude, that 
there is @ Superiour cauſe to rhe Counſels of Men, which manageth the Affairs 
of the: WWorld, which he ( after his Athieſtical way and dialed ) calls 
Fate : but we more properly the Providence of 504: Now in this reſpe& 


God 


J2 VId- Arc: 
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God: being oft David: fide, he: need not-fear: the moſt fortnidable 
power, or: deepeſt -policy of any of the of the Giant, for who 
ever hardned bimſelf againſt God, and proſpere ? who ever entre# the 
liſts with the Almighty, but meaſured his lengib upon the 'Ground, +» 

This is the firſt Argument taken from God as he is on Davids ſide. 

I. A fecond ſhall be taken from that oppoſition , God hath» al- 
ways made againſt the Sons of the Giant, and their Adherents, and 6 
we will conſider them. | | 

I. In themſclves as th ey are Men: And; | 

2. In their Provocations, and Rehbellions, - as they are Sinners. 

3. Let us conſider them in themſelves, ahd that, 7 

1. As they are Men at moſt, and Men at beſt, And whbatis Man ? 
but the Dream of a Dream, the Generation of a Fancy, the curious Pitture 
of nothing 2 and what is wo more , then Man ;- is no leſs. then Va- 
ni 


and Spears, and all other Inſtruments of cruelty, yet they are but naked 
Men ; they have no God with them or for them : he hath hitherto 
blown upon all their Counſels,' fruſtrated all their Hopes, baffled all 
cheir Attempts, -and preſerved that Intereſt, whoſe Glory they en- 
deavoured to lay in the- Duſt. 

But if from looking on them in themſelves, we conſider them. 

2+ In their Provocations. So we ſhall find God to level his Arrows 
at them, and make them as Remarkable monuments of wrath as they 
have been exsmples of Sin. A | 

Look abroad in the: World, and fee, how Mens ſinful Rebellions 
ſmoak againſt Heaven, they dare meet God in his loudeſt Thunder, 
and venture on Damnation in its molt terrible form, infomuch that 
he can no where diſplay the En{igns of his power, but the Gurſed 
Sinner hangs out his flag of defiance ; if he cannot wound Ged, yet he 
will affronthim ; tho he cannot batter his Fort, yer he will play u 
his Trenches, draw out his fins in a Line of battle, and dare meet 
in all the Elements; as Firſt, 

1. In the Earth, by the Groveling ſins of avarice, oppreſſion, fraud, 
rapine, violence, extortion, and others of that Stie, and Dunghil, 

2. In the Water, by the flowing ins of Drunkenneſ;, Ryots, ſur 
feits , omits , and what .elſe of that frothy Tyde , and Inunda- 
I40l« 
 3- Inthe Air, by the Windy fins of ambition, pride, and wain Glory, 
and what vapour and exbalation his fanicy reliſheth. 

4+ In the Fire, by the flaming ſins of Lu#, Blood, Revenge, and 
what everelle ſparkles from that Ragmg Furnace. 

In Heaven, by the lofty ſins of profanation, oaths, blaſphemies, and 
as if Hz! were with Man on Ear:h or Man ( whit is but Earth) 
were in Hz} already by the damned ſtas of Imprecation, curſings, and 

| bs execrations 


ty. . Th . 
2. Let them be never fo well prepared and furniſhed with Sword: 
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execrations, and others” of that Infernal Stamp, which Rem to breath 
'no on then fre; and fulphare, and the very borrours-of the buramg 
Lz _- ITTEES we | LAS Dom LR 


Now as Þy theſe fins: Wwe affront the moſt High, do( as it were ) form 
Hell, and: bid defiance to the vengeance of Heaven, fo obſerve, how 
God by his judgmen:s'meets with theſe fins; and plaguer thoſe Sinners, 

- for all the Elements have. been ſeverally preſt, and maftered in their 
Makers quarre!. As, = 
I. The Fire upon the troops,that came to take Eliab, 
2, The: Air in Hail fones upon the Amorizes, and in a ſtrange pro- 
#2, Kings. 9.y dCigious noiſe againſt the * Syrian Hoſt. 

3- The Water againft the' Egyprians, and rather then fail, 

4. The Duſt of the Earth ſhall ftare up- inco Armies of Lice , and 
Flies, and 'Frogs, againlt Pharoab, and not- only toi-the rerrifying of 

- him, butto the wanquiſhing of Herod inthe midſt of all his Guard, and 
Judg. 5.20, Glories. The Stars im their! Courles hal fight, and the River Kiſhen, that 
22-8. Antient River Kiſben, (hall ſweep: away God's Enemies , why is he elle fo 
often called the Lord of Hoſts, but that all his Creatures in ſeveral 
Hoſts fight. bis Battles.” The Angels in Heaven appear againſt Senacheribs 
great Army & Sun, \Moon and Stars, againſt Siſeras + and the Hail ftones 
againſt the Amonites, laying more with them, then the Children of 
Joſh. 1018.  Tſrael did with the \Sword. And:not only by theſe, but with the leaſt 
twigs of his Red, he can-draw blood from the back of his prowdeſt 

Enemies, 

We are apt to be ſtartled at every breath of iN News, and with thoſe 
Infidel Murmerers- of Ijael preſently queſtion God's being, and power 
amongſt us, whereas that oheexpreſs of good News inthe Evangelical 

* Fla, $2. 7+ - Prophet, tell Zyon, that her King * reigneth , is enough to quiet our 
Spirits and- ſtop themouth- of al our Complaints for ever, tho” our 
. difficulties be many, and our Adverſaries mighty, yet let us conſider, 
what/is « Pharoab*: what is a Houſe of bondage ? what is a Red Sea.? 
what is a prniſſant Army ? delivering __ makes way through all, 

and is a mighty ſtream to carry down all before it. 

It was the wawnt of Ceſzr upon the mutiny of his Souldiers, that 
the Fate of Ceſar could never 1ant an Army, (certainly the Intereſt 
of the Church, the conczrn of God's Name, Henour, and Truth, can 
never want the powers of Heaven and Earth to Aſliſt it, let the flouds 
beat themſelves inta froth, they cannot move this Rock of God's al- 

. mighty power, but he that daſherh againſt it will be broken an pieces, and 
" on Whomſoerer it falls it ſhall grind him to Powder. And therefore 
we hopethe time is at hand for the Son of the Gyant ( the preſent de- 
clared Enemy of God, and his Charch } to give an account of all 
his Craelties, this Wild Boar, ſhall meet with an Hercules, this Levi- 
athay, who hath bathed himſelf in the blood of ſo many thouſan.l 
Innocents, ſhall one day haye b/ood ro Drink, for he it worthy, and _— 
od 
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God dath gfwsapper, we rthall :dindb cabs: bonfirmed, + Thit, | 
IV. He:will inat- agly ;render; che Stratagems/ of his- Churches 
Adverſaries in.them{Wves unprofperous,' bur likewiſe to'the Adver- 
faries themſelves, eventually pernicious, which.isthe fourth thing to 
be dilcouried-ons 4% Ut C01 3 has Av dt an a 1 \ | 
/ Thareare ghee things yary-convidertiflc in Davide 56.) the Chur- 
ches 2: faivting Fits, and Reyiving. Times, wz. 
r, They have ever been ar the tings of greateſt ' extremity , the 
Wicked-are 'not always/high. enough-ta'be deftroyed, nor the others 
low ehough to be delivered , bin apinent extremities of Bifreſs have 
ever been God'sopportunrics: bf Pileverance Joſephs feets were hurt in 
the: Stocks;ithe Iran evtred 5u16 vie Sunl: "The Ifratlites take: of: brick"(hall 
-be \doubled ; David ſhall be) bunted life a-Phtridge upon the Mountams : the 
three Children caft into the fiery Furnace: Darkel into tbe Lyous Dev: the Decree 
fer rooting out of the Ferps eftabliſhed by the Law of the Medes and Perjians, 
-betore :auy hopes of deliverance caxed. Our late blefied*: Rewolutior 
. Was at-ſugh a tire; when our:Allidy an the/Block to be ftrutk off ac 
one fatal blow, we had all the affronts, «hatthe :pride, and\Infotence 
-of a Rawiſh Conclave could piit upon 'us, 'carc_ Nobulicy and” Gemery \dil- 
graced, our-Biſbops Impriſozicy; our Glergie baalsd,. our Law tram: 
pled . upon:,- our Religion anti Laberties unjuftly raffaulted,” and all 
;theſecomparedto- what was.2o follow, {in all humane prohability ) 
was: Þgt the hegivning we forriurs. Thus whe: interaperzee heat of | ſonic 
Men:ifo overborldll; thatrithey!! quenghed for. ate: the! Lights ofour 
Ira deformed the aaexty:of , 5s amb Order 5; Church and: State, 
\alting all things imo fuct»an'HelDofgiFÞorrour, aft Confuſion; That no- 
thing but .multiphed miracles of Droime mixey could reduce things to 
.calwmeſs and ſerenityiagaid, cburonrexreemitpwas God's opportunity, 


—— * 


.and;when our! Bavid, Church;: anc} Sram was ins 4'faiming (Fit , even 
. then Mbiſbairwas ſent to Jucrouyns, 111 WIRED AM! CL, 


: 2. The Revivings of fainting David have always been blefled wich 
an -additian\of\ fone New ; \ ant \ fugeler meroier;. as for Example, 
when the Church was delivered out of Egyptian bondage then they were 
led into,Cuvamn? when out\ofthe:Chaldzan \Ciyriojty, the Termple- was 


thereupon rebailt,and- filed with rhe glorious io OW and when 
| the Church ſhalt be delivered Pans rene, | pdiyibrifhian Blors thire 


is - why to them a New: Teruſalens ,' a hew Heaven, and a New 
Earth. ' WEIRD | ELSE EL ITS 
What amazing Scenes hath England lgen in het former. Delyoerante:, 
but #615 aft jag Frarwnn al, as notto&b& ex batihy: 'a profound 
Silence, and A/toniſhwent, nnd if yoweblervet tg Fear ſmce the 
Revyjutios. hatks been coowieth with:tht' adJitiow Of new{hnd avonderfinl 
Mercies. The firſt God wrote himſelf our God In grottl:tters in Scut- 
land. The ſecond in-yet a greater ChardQvrin Hand: the thitd 4 Sex, 
and that it pyght be legiblero fuch as will note} hethath _—_ 
| C2 1mic 


Evagrius. 


Dorotheur,0&c. 
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himſelf Immaxue] : let us therefore for ever adinire thoſe Magnalia, nay 
rather Mirabilia Dei. He hath given us ai/plain and'Holy Keligion, de- 
livered us from Bondage both in our. ſpiritual and rempors! Concerns, 
ſent us mighty Deliwerers, Aaron: in the Church, and Miriams in the 
State, Judges as at the firft, and Counſellers as at the beginning, our Zion 
1s redeemed with F t,and her Converts with Righreowſneſs,, and we 
have had as many ing Charafers of God--upon us, as any 
ut 


Nation under. Heaven. " 
II. Theſe Revivings of David have ever been attended with the 
aries, as when the Iſraelites were delivered 


A of his A —_— "Do 
out 0 t it was accompanied with t 40n Of Pharoab, i 

his Hof. Then the Fews were delivered out of Baby/on, it was with 
the deſtru&tion of the Chaldean Monarcby by the Perſcans, and when 
the Church ſhall be delivered from the Antichriſtian cruelries, it ſhall be 
with the utter. Ruin of Babylon, which ſhall be chrown as a milftone into 
the Sea, and never riſe more. How confident foever 'the Adverſaries 
of the;Church' may be, / yetthey ſhall bow,” or break, ſubmit to Chrifs 


ry 0 4 become his ol, | i", 
t moſt of the Ecdeſiaftical Hiſtorians, and you will find that 
thoſe Maximiiant, and Diocleazt,)the C laſt ) bloody Tyrants ofthe Pri- 
mitive 7zmes) have ſubſcribed tothis, who having made ready the Arrow 
on the ſtring, and prepared the Infirumenss of death, yeeven beforchand 
ſounded the. Tramper and engraven tlic victory over the-name of Chrifti4- 
ity upot Pillars of Adarbie,hivingtold the World in Antient In/criptions, 
that they bad utterlydefaced the name, and ſeperſtition of the Chriſtians, 
and p ed theWorſhipof the-God's;yert found alt-this bray was but 
a blaze betare their ay ho went out, and-tho:Fowius,Licinus, &c. did 
what they. could to ſerthe: perſecution oh . foot again;-yer all m' vain, 
both they and .icin a yay fewydatsexpired,and ewindled imo nothing. 
David here in this Chapter was not only delivered fromthe T»ſulting 
Ihbtben1b, but 'alb chis othdisi Sans pf the Gian, became the - {poils 
of his widtoriows, Arms., for they.all fell: by the Sword of David, bis 
Servants nh wt A\" Y ; eL V9 ts : 
\- This is the hope ef every. true. Chritian ( Lam fure of every true 
Proteftant, that wiſhetb. well.to our Devid and:the iEngbſh I/-2e} ) chat 
tho' the Giavt with:all:-his. Rarniture ofi##r, 'and Sons bf Blood arid 
Rsin,be againſt us, yetthat God' will perfet# that delruerance, which be 
bath begun; that our Enemies may be made our Footfools, and that we 
may tread upon thebr high Places. \,. g TEE 

.. Theſe paxuqulyrs being chis diſpatch'd come now to be-Improved 

which ſhall be donetheſe four ways :{ wiz). > Lo 
. E By way, ,of Terzr. to-cheg':Sats af the Giant under all their In- 
fedting bopes and eenfidencesas,.”. | 1 5; | 

' IL To animate Davideven in lis - fainting firs. 099! wn 

IL To exciteour Gratitude for Abifſhass help and ſuccour, 


IV. To 
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IV: To Reform theſe Giant-like Provecations, that ſtill r eaten 
David amongſt us. ; | 

IL. This Adminiſters matter of Terror to the Sons, of the Giayr, 
&c. Let ſuch know, that the League berwixt God and David is both 
offenſive, aud defenſive ; they have the ſame common Friends, and Fees, 
ſo chat when Salvation it ſelf can be deſtroyed ; when you are able 
to Reverſe the purpoſes, or hinder the power of the Almighty, then 
you may find a fucceſsful iſſue of all your Attempts; but if theſe Walls 
be too high for your ſcaling Ladders; theſe Bulwarks too ſtrong for 
your Barteries, the Armour of Divine Providence and prote&tion Im- 
penetrable by all your Swords, and Spears, then. go, and get ſome 
other: Trade ; for certainly you can never hope to thrive by this of 


Blood. 
aſſaulting David. 


There are three things which may for ever deter Iſhbibenob from | 


x. That God can bridle all his power, check his malice, and reſtrain | 


his. Wrath, the Power of God-is a chain: caſt- over all the Malice 
ofcyil Men 3 if al/ the Devils in Hell ſhould preſent themſelyes 
in their, Legions, and every wicked Man on. Earth, ſhoald concen- 
ter with all the Armories of Rage, and Deſperateneſs, againſt any one 
poor difarmed Member of Chr, and his Church, they are not able 
to.touch the leaſt hair of bis Head, for when the Enemy ſhall' come 
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt bim, 
all their malice is under command,and power under controul. 

2, God cannot only aſ/wage bis malice, but confound bis Devices, 
he can take the Prey from the jaws of the Giant, and in a moment 
Pvt a period to a Babel of haughty cruelty 3 he quenſhed Pharoabs Rage in 
the deeps of the Sea, made Senacheribs own Sons, be his Excoutioners” , 


Ifa. 59. rg. 


truck. Julian .( when be vowed an Oblation of. all the Lives of the © 


ſurvizing Chriſtians ) with an Arrow, which cauſed him deſperately 


'tothrow his blood againſt him, whom be con/d not conquer ; when 


Eugenins (the Tyrant ) endeavoured againſt the Armies of the Chri- 
ftiens under Theodeſius, God gave the very winds a power to wreft 
the weapons out of. the Znemies handrs when the Moabites contederated 
wich the Ammeniges ; and thoſe of Mount Seir againſt Judah, God tur- 
'ned th:ir weapons againſt themſelves, and they mutually became 
the Itruments of their own Ruin. 

How eaſieis it with God to overthrow his Churches Enemies, even 
with their own fears, or elſe cut of the prime Inſpirer ( as Achitophel) 
with a ſudden blow, or afvate ſomeunexpeRed, and weak Reſiſtances 
to their grand, and notable defeatings, even a Gidecn with 300 Men, 
or. Dawid with a lone; God is reſolved, that they, vhat devour bis 
Church, ſhall be d:wcured, and they, that ſpoil ber ſhall be made @ ſpoil, 
and they, that make a prey upon her, ſhall be made a prey. for he is. refolued' 


to undo ally, that affiitt. ho. 
HL God 
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* /oluntatem 
habent poteſta- 
1em mn habent 
Luther. 


ale 3d Tbhibtrob think; that Davids Reſervethad been fo 'nea 
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3, God" can work good far his. Davids by. the very malice, and 
oppoſition of his Enemies 3 oſeph, we read, was fold'to bs a Bondſlave, 
but God Geiigns him thereby to be a Prince and a Father : 'Haman 
aims at Aordicsi's ruin, and yet { after- all bis Hirrings ) tie is forced to 
hold his ftirrup, and be the Heranld of his Hotour : the' Devil, and his 


Inſtruments ( the Scribes, and Phariſees ) never leave ; till they get 


Chriſt upon »the Croſs, but they little thonght, that this bruifng our 


 Sgwicurs::heel ſhould prove the breaking of the Serpents Head ; the Redemp- 


tion of the Church, the leading of all the powers of darknes Coptivie 
captive; and thereby occaſioning the greateſt happineſs, which ever the 


 Wenld.could enjoy. 


- 44; Let Davids circumſtances be never ſoill, God can inan Inftant 
raite fome Abiſþai or other to come in tro his help , and fuccour;” lit- 
r, or if at 
hand yer that he was able to ſmite, and ſlay him at once, but he found 
(by tao late an <xperieace)that a naked Man in Imnocency was better then 


. a Goliab ju Braſs, _— perſecutions were caſt ourlike a flood 


to! drown the. Church, theri raiſed up the Great 'Conffantize th 
{taveoft'that-de/frattize. fury, which he didby his-conquefts over Max- 
entjus 26d Maxouninus ; yea 'falian 'himfelf after all his fuccefslefs plors 
and adtings, at hisdeath blaſphemingly confeſſed rhat-rhe- Galilean 
was, two hand. for 'him'; for ſo he called Chrift in contempe, and 
Gortdu.o16 Wirth nf) ts | | 
all.ch&ir In/klrimg Hopes, and 'Confidences, | 
II. .'This may be {mproved to animate David in his fainting fits , 
Ict not the vaſt bulks, or huge ftarures of theſe Anakims, and Zam- 
zummins terrific him , for tho' they have-* malicious wills, yet they 
have not prevalent wills, tho' weighty Sptars, and wew' Sirds, yer not 
ommipotent hands, they may intemi-but ſhall not af, rage,burnor ea; 
they may taks off.our heads, 'butnog'6er Crowns,our lives;kut not our 


- Comforts, ſhut us out of Doors, but cannot exclude. us Heaven : Alas ! 


how litele is it,that they cando? can they deny us the light of the Sun ? 
#topthe Influences of the. Planers'?- command the Clouds to ſhut up 
their Hombs? or Sal-up the poſſuges of the deep? How' much lels can 
they deny the ſupports of Providence, or ſuppizes of Heaven? * Take 
a City beftzged by Land, itthe Sea be open, 1t may be relieved, block 
it up both by Sea 'and Land, yer ſo long as: Heaven is open, it 
may receive help from thence, that ' is the Churches caſe, when ar 
wort, = Z 

\To one that 'ſappoſed'the Emperowy 'would with all his forces fall 
upon the Duke of Saxony ( who was the great Patron, and chief Pro- 
teftori.of the Proteſtants, ) and demanded, ſaying, where will Luther 
be tben.z that Man of mettle and courage, preſently replyed |} cither 
in Heaven or under Heaven. Becauſe he exp«&ed proteRtion from 
Heaveb {o long as be lived, and hoped to have polleflion of Heaven 


when 


Thus..much may. ſerve for Terror to the Sons of 'the Giant under 
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and David fuctonred; © 


when ever he died." This is Devids condition, when at Warſt. If 
calamities hover over him, God is his Tower, it they would undermine 
him, God 3s his Rock, it they come before him , he is his Sanduary, 
if behind him, he is his Caf#/z, if on the Right Hand, he is his Sword, 
if on his left. Hand, he 'is his Buckley, if any way, he is his Shield, 
Fortreſs, and Mighty Deliverer. | | 
Amongſt many others there are-two very foveraign Cordials to 
ſupport Dawid in his farming Fits. | 

1.- The Remarkable Fudgments, that have' purſued, and ſeized 
fach as oppoſe him. It is obſerved by ſome, that moſt, if nut all 
thoſe, who are mentioned on Scripture Record as Davids enzmies, ne- 
ver went to'their Graves i peace, God not vouchſafeing, them fo 
munch, as a Reprieval ro a death bed, they all paid deatly for the 
miſchiefs; they deſigned, and afted ; for they all extinguiſhed in 
Rink, and fmoak, and left nothing behind chem, but the memory of 
their fin, and the Record of their Curſe. 

* Suetonius obferveils that there was hardly one of Czſars mtrtherers, 
that ſurvived” their wickedneſs: three years, all dying wiolent deaths, 
ſame by Shipwrack, fome in Batrle, ſome by the Hand of Fuſtice, and 
ſome by their own ; and || Marcelmes relates it, ofthe Conſpirators againſt 
Gordianus. Funior, that they dyed | with exquiſite torment, that Juſtice 
might become more conſpicuous in their ſufferings. Beſides the valt 
ſupplie , which Forreign Hifories affords us, how hath vengeance 
purſued all the Rebell;ons mentioned in our own Chronicles * God 
hereby C_nnS them as marks of vengeance, for removing the Anti- 
ent Landmarks ſet for order and property # a Nation. 

2 The wonderful prefervations he vouchſateth to hisDavids,in eſpou- 
ſing hi3 cauſe, and fighting his Battles, he giveth Salvation unto Kings, 
Great D-liverances to his Anoynted, and ſheweth mercy unto David and % 

ſeed for ewermore : hence from a wonderful] eſcape of Titus Veſpaſean, 
'C art the view of the Walls of Jeruſalem) Joſephus inferreth , that 
+ God takes care for Princes, and we may now rationally infer the ſame 
from th2 lates wonderful preſervation of our King, in whole life , not 
only our laws, and Religion, but even the Liberty of all Europe, is in* 
tirely wrapp'd up. 

It was a ſaying of A/phonſus King of Arragon, that the lives of Prin« 
ces were not ſubjet to the wills of private Men, but in ſecurity under the 
care and proteClion of Heaven, we have a ſpeaking inftance of this in his 
Maje/*ies late Deliverance from the Swords and Sprars of the Sons 
of the Giant, which may convince his ve.y Enemies, that he is the 
pecial favorite of the God of Heaven, as well as the Darling of the Pro- 
reſt ant Intereſe here on Earth. 

Perez,, was wont to call himſelf the Prodigy of fortune, and our 
Prince may appear to us the Prodigy of Providence» taking the word 
as Scalig:r applicth it to * Virgil, a Prodigie of purfeciion: God bath 

hitherto 
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 hichertg, ,preſeryed him from the Lyon, and-rhe Bear, and he hath 


no. reafofi to doubt, but that he will deliver him, from che . accurſed 
Phil;ftin, for as David (aid * ſo may he, thy Hand bath beld me up, and 
thy Gentleueſs bath made me great, the Septuagimt renders it, thy Dzſcipline 
and the Vulger Latine tranſ{ationr, thy loving correftion, and the Hebrews 
derive it Cf as Dr. Hammond , and others obſerve) from a werb 
which ſignifies to humble, or depreſs , plainly intimateing to us, that 
Davids diitreſs and Danger, ſat him higher in dignity ahd honour 
then he was before ; his triumphs made him -more { ar thenhis 
ranquility, and he had never been 10 great in Chronicle, if he had 
paſſed all his days in peace. But, 

3- This ſhould excite our Gratitude for Abihhai's help, and ſuccour, 
let God be acknowledged in the Help, and Afhiſtance we have re- 
ceived, remove the thick wood of Men, the ſo many thouſands out 
of our eyes, that we may ſee Ged in all, 4 know we have ( as he 
faid ) ||Prodigies of Men for walour, we have ſeen our Prince in fight, as 
was faid of f Ceſar, between aCommander, and a Common Souldier, put 
himſelf into the head of his Army, ventured his life for the Re- 
demprion of his People; led on, charged, and recharged, through 
the chickelt of his Enemics, and thereby gained an Immortal Honour 
tho* not a Compleat vifory. 

Let us now fee and admire God in his preſervation, what mighe 
we have loſt, if our David had fallen as a ſacrifice to Iſhbibenob? would 
not the Revpon, Liberties, and happineſs of the three Kingdoms,have 
been ſhaken ? would not chat Son of the Giant be heightened into ſuch 
Infolency and cruelty, that ( as was ſaid of Tarquin) [| he would 
have tired out cruelty it ſelf, would it not then be the greateſt crime 
to be a Proteſtana? ſhould not every Ariſtides have taſted of their 
Oftraciſme at the leaſt, forno other reaſon then ® becauſe he was too 
juſt ; what an high Day would this be in our Philiftins Garth ? and with 
what H«zz4's would it be received in the Streets of the Romiſh Askelos, 
I cannot expreſs the conſequence, God denied the Premi/es, or An- 
tecedent, who hath gdelivered, who doth deliver, and we truſt alſo, 
that he will deliver, he hath delivered- from plors, and Stratagems, he 
doth deliver from the Sword of a furious enemy, and we trutt he will 
deliver from the hand of the fame Giant-like Adverſaries of our Church, 
and Religion. 

Let us now have a care ofturning thisgrace of our God into wan- 
tonneſs, an1 our miraculous preſervations into Ingrateful Apoſtacies, 
leaſt we fall urdern:cr2 diſmal Calamities, and ſo become an hifling 
and Reproach to all the Eaith, which that we may prevent, let us 
conſider. 

1. That our David hath ſtil] great need of Abiſhai's help and ſuccour, 
which appears thus, there would not be ſo much ſtrugling in the 
Hemb of the Kirgdemla much roughneſs of the Sword, Tongue, and pen, 

if 


if chere were tiot Eſau's in it, as well as Facobs : It is a ſad time when 
we may juſtly cry 'out, as he orice d 
Friends. Treachery, we ſee, is as much, if not more at work then'open 
Ho#tility ; a — prevails abroad, and a falſe Spirit threa- 
rens us at Home. O that ever Swords, \and Spears, ſhould be prepared 
by thoſe to deſtroy us, who by their - Carefling Declarations pretend 
tro preſerye us ! | 

There was one ( cnce J) who wiſhed, +bat all his Body were made of 
Chry#t al, that ſo bis imward Smcerity might be tranſparent to all Eyes. And 
another I have read of, who might be the'moulding of himſelf, Light 
ſhould have been bis Body, and Truth ſhould have been bis Soul ? Such Win- 
dows as theſe, are but Nerwons 's let us rather ſtudy, and peruſe Men 
atthe:door of their A#ions,and then let us watch our ſelves to watch our 
Enemies, and moſt of all to watch our Friends; and therefore'Secondly 

2. The help our David needs, ismuch more than the beſt of Men 
(as ſuch) are able to afford us ; vain Men niay imagin chemfſelves able 
by their Valour , and Condu# , to help, and fave a ſinking Stare. 
But-whar, ſaith Fob, -If God will not withdraw bis Anger ; the proud Hel. 
pers do ftoop ander him: our National Ri preſemtativ«s ( mdeed ) have plan- 
ed hy their Counſels 3; the Kingdom warred by their Swpplies, anil 
the Army given Encreaſe by their YValour, but it is God alone mutt give 
ns Help from Troubie, for vam is the Help of Man. 

Soloman in Councel about making War with 1/mael King of Perſia, 
was wiſely told by his Baſhaw ; that beforc he began that War, thire 
-were four great Fountains to be opened (viz. ) of Arms, and Vittzals , 
Men , wn 4 Money, *tis true all muſt bs fo, but if another” Fountain be 
nor ſtill kept open in Heaven, a Fountain of Bleſſing upon all theſe: Four, 
they will prove bnt broken Ciſterns, that can bold no Water , upon 
which account we are Thirdly | 

3. Toſcek Gods help in his own way, andchat is the way of 

1. Earneſt Swpplication, our greateſt helps ate from our daxly Prayers. 
"This engageth Heaven on our ſide, if Foſhua be fighting in the Val- 
dey;- and Moſes, Aaron , and Her, be. at Prayer on the Mountain, he 
muſt needs overcome. It were calie to expatiate into a large Hiſto- 
ry of the great Exploits Prayer is renowned for in Scripture, this 3s 
the Key, that hath opened , and ſort Heaven,' wanquiſhed - mighty Ar- 
mies , unlock't Secrets , Ftrangled deſperate Plots in the very+ Womb 
"wherein they were conceived, and made theſe Exgines of Cruehky prepas 
red againſt the Church to recoil upon the Inventers of then, fo that 
they inherired .the Gallows, which they ft up tor others : at Peters 
dnock; Priſon doors have opened, the Grave hath delivered up its dead, and 
the Seas, . Leviathan-not being able to-digeſt his Prey, bath been made 
to vomit'ir up again." It hath ſtopt-the Sws Charior in the Heaven, 
yea made it go hack. * And that, which furpaſlerh all, ic hath eaken 
bold of the Almighty, whea on- his ful March againlt Perſons , and 
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People, - avd hath put bim 3 4 werciful retreat, how ſhould this 'ert- 

courage Bs £0.07. mightily w (eur Ged co belicge the Throne of Graco 

with Armies of {ypplicationsg it would-be moſt ſtrange and ominous 

1t we ſhould not be now found upon our knees, when Rome,. Frames, 

and Hell, are conſpiring againſt us, if when three Kingdoms ae belea- 

ud with Popiſh Confederates, they ſhould not be garriſoned with proy- 
aint s. 

2. Of. ſolemn Fuſing and. Humiliation, if. we deſire -that God 
ſhould cover our ſins by his pardoning grace, we muſt diſcoyer them 
> humble Acknowledgments; and to excite you to this,-confider theſe 
three things. 

1. That this is the Work of this day, 'tis a day of Humihation, but 
an Humbling day without an hun;bled heart is not only an drreligions 
Incongruity, but UG an high provocation. | ? 

2.- This is the hope ot this day, that we bring humble, and broken 
bearts before God, that we lie down: in our ſhame, mourn over our Na- 

tional, and perſona} iniquities, for were it poſſible for us to be as much 
infaiting @s. St... Fobn; Diſciples, and in. praying, as 'Chrifts, could we 
by faitmg make qur. knees tafaint, andour, fleſh to fail, and reſolve 
' Our Bodies #nto; very; skeletons, yet it our hearts. were not bumble; for 
our ſins, we ſhould, never be the better for it., As one of the Fathers 
{aid of learning, All learning is (uſpected, nay diſreſpeted by me, wherein is 
not the. mention of Chrif,.,/ That I may «firm of all folema fa#tings 
.whatloexer. God regards them not if the Humbled Heart be nt found 
in them. F, Bring no more tlhieſe vain-blations; tor. who hath. xcquired 
-thele things at your Hands. od 

3. We have all lufficient cauſe to be humbled;. If fins within; Cala» 

mities without, Wars abxoad, . and Dangers at home þe enough, then we 
ſhould be humbled for them, do not,miſeries hover like a Cioud gver 
cur Lend, and; drop:alreaty in-menitold:; and fundiy \Diuifiors ; in 
manifold Plcts,and Conſpiracies, and ready to break ioith amongſt 
our ſelves, the God of. all Wildom humble ws for thefe things, that 
this. Judgment may not do thar, which all our Foreign Enemies hi 
therto could not do, (1. e.,) Break down our Church, and Nation. 

But - 3- A.third way to ſeek Gods help, is. in a way of ſerious 
5 all which - brings -me to the Fourch Improvement of this 
Do TINte | \ \ 

IV. They. ſay. well in Philoſophy : that whiles the motionis palling 
from the Terminus & quo it is but in feri, and till the Terminus ad quem 
be attained, it is not in fee efſe, The lame js true in Divinity, for 
ceſſation. from ewil is not ſufficient without an operasion.ot Good, ro 
putdown . wickedneſs isnot - enough, uniek we ſct up Godlyneſs ; not 
£1:0ugh to ;'>x' bwnbled, unleſs we be: Reformed,rand the Reafon is, 
becauſe mor a ;vils will not be cured; but by contrery qualities. /-A 
State wall warp about to its orruptiops, it Gare be not taken mags 
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peefeRting and 


ſupprefied, or elſe our Devid will ftilf be 


avid -fuocoured 
profervaiow 1oov -' Beſides 'tho a Nation "be ſomething 
the leſs miſerable, becauſe Evilſwremoved, yer & will never be happy 
till Good be planced. i& | 
Now there are ſeveral Giantlihe fins arnongſt us which' muſt be 
ifreſſed, 1 cannot call 


them Iſbbibenchs, Inhabitants of Nob,” bye/we ſhall find them to. be 

Inhabitants ( | wiſh 1 could not call *them Natives) of ' England, 

and theſe are. dt =—_ | a 
I. Our Irreligiou Atheiſts,theſe ſeem to be the Firſt born of the 


Giant; tor nothing ( indeed) can more induce Men to beleive, that 


we live in an Age- of prodigies, then that there ſhould be any ſuch 
amongſt us, who account it a piece of Genrifiry to deſpiſe Religion, and 
a piece of reoſon to diſpute themſelves out of the poſlibiliry of being 
ſaved :; What ſhall 1 fay to thefe Giants, and Sons of the Earth, who 
have - renounced their Allegiance co the God of Heaven ? chele 
Kine of Baſhan, who like ſo many metamorphiſed Nebuchadnezars, have 
loſt the heart of Men, and live hke Bea#: ? certainly Atheiſm is the 
moſt Rediculous piece of Noyſenſe, that ever was hatch't by the un- 
natural hear ot a feaveriſh diſtempered brain, for that Man never 
lo-zkt out at the Caſement ofhis own eyes, hor conſidered the Fabrick 
of his own Body, that cannot diſcern the foorFeps of. a Deity ; to 
date the Worlds exiftence from all Eternity, and Father its origi- 
nal on'a fortireus conflux of Aromes are alike Ridiculous ; for certainly 
the molt fabulows of Religions carries not with it ſo many, abſurdicizs 
as the Fools bole, Theres no God. F cond ſooner with the Twrk war 
Mabemets return in the form. of a Rays to receive the Butterflies of the 
Alchoran in his curled Fleece 5 or with the leaden pared Papiſts, believe 
alt che miracles of the Golden Legend; or with the Jews give credic 
to the Fables. of the Talmud, then ſuppole with the Atheif# this 
beautiful '$yRem' of - Nature could tpring from the. Womb of nathing 
without the. midwifery of an Infinite, and Eternal Power.” He then 
that can 'affirm 'D:vinity ro be a Fancy, and Religion the Contri- 
vance of a Polititian, may with as much Reaſon afirm the whole Woxld 
to be but an Apparition, that we do but dream of Cities, and Palaces,and 
that the Houſes, Churches, and - Perſons we ſee, are bur the phanta/tical 
deluſions of # ſickly Brain. - He that can deny the being of a God, 
may alſo deny the being of a Man. All the Brat of Irreligion C we 
find ) are laid at the Door of Arheiſm, for no Man ever yet genied 
God in his life, but firſt denied him in his heart ; and when a Man 
hath fo tar got the Maſtery of his Conſcience as to. blot God out 
of his Creed, be then leaves him out of his Pater Noſter too. +, 

Il. Our Politck Temporizers, who alter their Religion with time, 
and ſtate, ſwim down the Common Current, andaccommodate them- 
ſelves to the Corrupt Cuſtoms of the World, wax and wang with the 
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Moon, or like Inferiour ſtars, move only 'as ſome higher Plone 
ſhall move” them ; whoſe Zeal like the Heliotropium opens , and 
difcovers ic ſelf at every gleam of proſperity but at the falling of 
a ſtorm can cloſe, and ſhut themſelves again, but if the Lord be 
God, ſaid Elijab, then folow him, if Basl, then follow him : No, 
fay ſuch, ( if they durſt. diſcover their own ſentiments, and ſpeak 
their own Wy, 19.6 we'l beg your pardon for that, at preſent we 
find there is a Conte between them, and we know not yet which 
will get the better, when we ſee that, you ſhall know our minds, as 
Aſinius Pollio told Auguſtus ( in his Wars with Amtbony ) he was 
reſolved to be Prada vittoris of the Conquerors: fide ; but Men, that 
are ſincere in Religion, are. as bold as Lyons, and dare do their duty 
inthe face of all diſcouragementsand oppoſition, 'tis the ſinners in Zion, 
that are only afraid, and fearfulneſs ſurprizech the Hypocrites ; theſe 
were Men( as Grotius obſerves ) who carried a very fair ſhew for 
the preſent, but were Zealouſly affected to the King of Babylon, ard 
inwardly prepared, if he had gotthe better to be of his Religion, what 
ever it was; but Men, who are falſe to God, are full of choughtsand 
fears ; not knowing what may happen, they dare not own, what 
they would be, for fear it ruins them at preſent, and they dare not 
appear for what they ſeem to own, for fear of what may come 
hereafter 5 but God hates ſuch Hypocritical diſſemblers , and will 
one day ſpew them out of his mouth, there are too many ſuch amongſt 
us, who are meer Paradoxes in nature, and Contradi#ions to Chriſt s- 
anicy, they hatetheir Friends, and love their Enemies, deride Popery 
and yet do what they can to bring itin, Can we rationally imagine 
that they will be Tutelar Angels to us, who have proved Dewvils to 
our Brethren ? did ever any Man think to repair his Houſe by ſubver- 


ting the Foundations ? or preſerve himſelt by ſplitting his Ship ? 


or think the Kingdom ſhould ſtand if our Laws and Religion ſhould 
fall? what mad Men are we to beleive, that thoſe Men, who would 
have ruined one World, ſhould make anerber 5 or that they will 
prove Refforers of our Liberties, who have once already Con» 
irived the Lawleſs, and Mercyleſs Ruin of all our ſafeties. But, 

II, Our profane Luxurious Beftialifts , Cuttomary Swearers , and 
Debanch Livers, who are ever and anon belching forth their blaſphe- 
mies againſt Heaven, tearing the ſacred name of God with their 
Heliifh Oaths,' and dreadful Imprecations. Alas ! what ſhall we -fay to 
that looſcneſs, and debauchzry to that Ryot and Luxwry, to that wan- 
tonnels and profanenels, to that faſhion of CuF#fomary Swearing, and 
Atherftick Drollery, wiiich have been fo much, and fo juſtly complain- 
ed of amongſt us, as therefore we deſire,- thar publick peace and 
Happineſs ſhould flouriſh let it be eur common care ( as it isour 


Joynt Intereft J) to ſuppreſs thoſe ſins, which are fo dircRly le- 


velled 
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velled againſt the Honowy of God,” and Fear of bis Name': Shall I fay, 
againſt the Majefty of the Prince, and the Safety of the People ; which 
break up the Foundations of the Earth, and let in a Deluge of Calamiries 
upon the World. 

IV. Our Malecontents and Grumbletonians. There are a fort of Men 
amongſt us, that no man, nor themſelves know, what they would 
have ; if they are diſtrefled, they groan, complain, and cry, for De 
liverance , but when delivered, they clamour at the method, man- 
ner, and means thereof, that God delivered them in his own Way, 
and not in theirs, this diſcontenced humour every where abounds, 
Men will oppoſe what is uppermoſt, tho they! know no Reaſon for 
it. 


There was never yet any Government ſo contrived as to give ge» 
neral facisfation to all its Members ; for ſuppoſe Men ſhould agree 
to new model every Government, even after the Platonick or Extopian 
Order : becauſe a few Perſons in compariſon of the Reſt, can have 
but a ſhare in the Legiſlatrue, or Executive power of it, therefore a 

reat many will in kf probability be diſſatisfied , that ſome ſhare 

oth not Fall to their Lot, who'think themſelves as able to govern, 
as they who ingroſs the Dominion to themſelves, for this very Cauſe 
we find Corab and his Company to gainſay God's own Ordinance, 
and it is natural for ambitious aſpirmg Men (partly out of Re- 
wvenge, partly out of Hopes to riſe by a Change ) to oppole themſelves 
ro the eſtabliſhed Government, they grow weary of what they are 
accuſtomed to enjoy ., and 10 ancy to themſelves great happineſs in 
another Change ? Whar is this ? but ſtubbornly to rebel againſt 
God, wreſtle with the precedewrs of his Providence , and charge the 
Moſt High with #juftice ; but to lay aſide rhe ſp:cious pretences 
of ſome, the blinded Paſſions and corrupt Intereits of others ; let 
vs remember, T bat the Powers that are, they are of God, and mult be 
obeyed, not for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake 3 if we continue our 
murmuring, their doom may be ours ; who, after all their miracu- 
lous Deliverances, were excluded Canaan, the Type of Heaven, and 
is to be feared Heaven it felt thereby Typified : in the laſt place. 

V. Our horrible Oppreſſors, who grind the Faces of the Poor, and 
cauſe the Eyes of the Needy to fail by vain expetation of Relief, this is a 
National crying Sin, and too frequent an attendant on your Courts of 
Law and Juſtice, Juſtice being pretended to ſupport the higheſt 1n- 
Juſtices, and Law the horrid''t Abuſes, but oblerve Solomons Caveat 
Rob not the Poor, becauſe he is poor, and oppreſs not the Affiitted in the Gate, 
It ſeems to allude to Comr:s of Fudicature, which were ancicntiy 
kept in the Gates of Towns and Ciries: to opprels the Rich is a gieat 
Sin, but to oppreſs the Poor, becauſe he is poor, and wants mony to 
buy Tuftice, is the top of all anncy and impiety 3 but G_ 
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* 1.7 Iſt will pled "thats Cuſt withou? "Feat Gr Fee + for 
* Timete, quicunque pauperem the Opprefſjon of the Poor +; for 'the 'Sighing of. the 
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volentiam, ſed habent ill; arms Joſ0177'S Caution on theſe Words : Fear ye, whoſoever. ye 


omnium wvaliifſima ; luftus & be, that do wrong to the Poor, you have power, and wealth, 
ejulatus ques a celis axxilium. and the favony TFrudves, but they bave, the Hrongeſft Wea» 
ny Nos arma _ fe pons of all ; Sig rand Groans, which fetch help from Hea- 
- ts Ln; — wrong. "Adebergune " wen for” thens, theſe weapons did down bouſes . , throw up 
Chryſoſt. in Pſal, 12+ foundations, overthrow whole King domes, and reduceth beau- 
riful Palaces info' ruinous Heaps. _ | 
Oppreſlion is branded in A to be-a Sin againſt the Law of 
God, the Law of Nature, and the Law of Nations, and certainly fuch 
as lie under fo black a Guilt mitt inevitably fall under the moſt dif- 
mal puniſhment. igang 
Theſe are the great and Giant-like Sins, that are too common a- 
mongſt us , and diſtreſs *our Dav;d , theſe provoke God to arm our 
Enemies againſt us 3 and ſuffer them to ſtrike home, to execute their 
malice, and quench the Light of our Ifrael: 'tis theſe that weaken our 
Government, waſte our Land, and ſhake the Fabrich of Church and 
State, more than any -other Underminers or Conſpirators; if therefore 
we defign-that Gras Cauſe arid pe ſhould chrive and' continue, that 
our David's Throne. be eſtablthed , and his Glory encreaſed : 
let us caſt theſe Brats of Babyhm- againſt the Wall, in order to which 
we are in' our ſeveral Capacities to ſhew forth that exemplary Piety, 
and uniform Obedience, whith becometh the Goſpel, this will be the 
ſtrength and ornament of the Proteffant Cauſe, our Santtyary in trou: 
ble, and the Glory of owr Proſperity. | 


And now that there may be ſomething far an A/ize as well as a 
Faſt,\et us all fee what'is our Duties in our Several Stations and Places. 
And inthe Firit place, h | of 

Ler me addreſs to you (Right Honourable) whom their Me 
Sacred Majeſties have advanced to the Seat | of Fudicature. 

I need not be your Remembrancer of what lately you ſaw and felt, 
(Fiz. ) a Power aſſumed of- diſpenſing with') and ' ſuſpending all 
Laws, which ftruck ar-our* very Foundation , 'and lefe al at mercy, 
but-fince theſe are wonderfully Refored to us, and you with them, 
*ris your Duty to execute the Judgement of Truth and Peacc within your 
Gates; to draw out” your Swords againſt the Sons of th2 Giant, thoſe 
Lufts, Debaucheries, and Immoralities, that are ftilt amongſt us ; our 
Enemies could never be fo formidable, and numerous abroad, had they 
not their Agents and Inſftrumenes here at home: Athol would not 
ſharpen the Edge of pm bem an undue ſeverity, yet would I wher 
my own Knife to Ie out* the impoſtumaced Matter in 'my Friends 
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Fleſh :: We ſee\what the Dofigns 6f forte Men#rs, and what Reafo 
thereſis for ohe Governments rejcathem, not Bly" 6 utc ye 
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Crows. 7:f12tort ffi 5 
--Inrthe next place let your-Eprs be as 'open. to the Complaints of the 
+ Widow and -Ocphans, as to-the Cauſe of the Rich, Mighty, ard 
Connratite. Cotifder'what Jreadfit Woes are to ſuch, as decree un» 
ous”; decrees, ) toro” afide the'- Needy from Fudgment, and take a- 
way the Right fron the Poor 3':rbiar Widow: way -be their Prey, and 
that they may rob phe Fatherleſs, and what will ye do in the day of Viſt- 
rurion + her will ye fide for "help ," and where will yt leave your 
Gly # 1 _ 431 | 
Lk the Sword then-ſtrike where-it-ſhould, in the great BuſineG 
of Life and Deaths; let the Bellance! hang (event tn the Matters'of Ny 
Prant, that there' be no'ſelimp of vis Rig hteons for. Silver, Of the Needy 
for a'\pair of Shooes.". No cruel "Mercy in the one in remitting cor. 
rigible Offenders 5\' noxopartitality inthe other, in fiding with perticular 
Aden and Cauſes; but let 'Fuſtice be execared, or the World will be ruined.” 

x \ | «© L!E, wy f a ws : 08 b > 
My next” Adirefs ſhall beto the Grave hd Leathed Saves of the 
Law; \atidiE-#hibk/iir neceffary, that they take ſome trades in the 
Church, that have been raking tb-many” in' a Chamber,” and mike uſe 
&i-the Notirine of the Prekcber,"as WEIV as" of the Breviate of the Cli- 
ext : certainly the hearing ot \a Syn" can 'be no prejudice to the 
debating of a! Clare, anda few'Prayerytirft offered in the Temple, a 
a: goal Preparatree tolgi fi phMng” at the (Bay, that hon "which 
God recjuirts tron pw; iejt ut hou ceaſe 15, dbevil, learn to do well, ſerk 
Fedgerent, relieve 1 oppreſſes'; jndge the Fatherleſs, and plead for rhe 
Waddow, tis Lov often and ladly experimented, that the bired im- 

ceipt veluble. 'FongnesCwhitch 'ars the'Bawds and Panders 
to1njuſtice 3 arcvpoady to cry Matters with i brazen Forehead, 
and a Scenwovian Vo. & Pro Innicente.C we find ) is oftentimes ti> 
wherous, wneloqwet j runexpert in Terms and Formallties to explain it ſelf, 
whilſt Diſhoneſty like Tamar is often veiled with a Mak of fair pre- 
tences ? and a ſmootb Tongue we gilds over a rotten Cauſe ; *tis fad indeed, 

iſe che Poor have':not- Gold , * that'therefere they ſhould not 
have Right, and thar becauſe rhey'Cannot give'exceſhive Fees to the 
Comnſel, muſtcfall as miſcrable Fit»# to the Oppreſſor, ' Conſider now, 
if you make baite ro be Rich you cannet' be Inmoeent; you may ſwal- 
low Gold , but 'that may prove'to be Gravel, - which will gripe = 
the Guts, (ting in the Conſcience, and at lalt dige## in Heil. I com: next, 


 \To. you the: Inferiour Minifters of Fwfice, that you "ſtand by the 
Caule you have cipouted againſt the Rom 1ſhbrbetob, be zealous for 


Religion and Fufice, 'beware of Ga//io's terper , who carcd for —_— 
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of theſs-things, as. if you , had-, 
his Min Mens, em, becyuls-he wasreyer and) anon running: 
away, and theſe Juices, a Fuſtitis, becauſe they neither doy-:nor 
care for Juſtice, certainly. as the Ecclipſe of the: Sun js a ſign 'of 
great Combuſtions in a State, fo the errors, and evils of Magiſtrates 
in publick places, bring with them great perturbations to the: places 
in which they liye, ..and. perſons with whom, they / Converſe :- your 
work is todo juftice, ſhew . mercy; ani walk bumbly with your Gad.  |- |. 


And now leaſt you may think me, like Plutarchs Lamie, to put on 
their SpeRacles, when they went abroad ( to eſpie other Men's 
taulrts ) and take them off, when they came home (as unwilling 
to ſee their own ).. Leaſt you Imagine me to be favourable, and pars 
tial to thoſe of my own Coat: I;have a word for ther» toa- 1 Which 
is, that they ſhew themſelves Zealous to ſupport our David againſt the 
Son of the Giant ; had not a wonderful Providence:intervened we might 
long ere this have ſeen our Sun turned into Darkneſs , our . Mean into 
blood, and the Stars in the Goſpel Firmament fall, and be turned into 
more then Egyptian Darkneſs; awbich might, be felt : thie Philiftims, had 
taken our- Ark, and the , Son of the Gianr prevailed; againſt David, 
our Miniſters have been turned into Fryers, our Bibles into Images, our 
Tablesinto Altars, yea our very Heaven immediately into Hell, Think 
O Lucifer, and Imagine, O Prince of darkneſs, a worſe attempe, if 
thou-canſt 2 what darkneſs would have covered the Land ? tor if 
Popery had prevailed, and aPopihi Prince reigned over us, the blacks 
eſt miſeries muſt be our portion. © Let us never then be deceived 
by that Impracicable paradox, that the Engliſh Nation, and Protefant 
Religion can ſubſiſt, or be in ſafety. under the Adminiſtration 
of Frenchmen, and Government of a 'Roman Catholick, for the Keys 
of Rome will ſhew themſelves as Implacably Revengeful-, ' as the 
Gates of Hell, if ever they. prevail. arainff us, and we' that * are 
the Sons of the Church , mult tirlt -fall as Sacrifices to.the Sons of rhe 
Giant. | *y, 4" 


In the Laſt place to. you that are; Furors, whether of the 
Grand Inqueſt, or others ; the former I have little: to fay .co, being 
perſons of fuch quality, parts, and. Integrity, that( 1 perſwade my 
ſelf ) will not deviate from: thoſe Rules, which - are. given them 
from God's word, the .. Judges (month, and their own Conſcien- 
ces, 


But as for the Latter, fad experience'. hath told us here ( as well 
as in other places of the Land ) that when Cauſes hare been proſe- 
cuted by all the care, and fidelity of the Sofczter,, pleaceit by all 
| UExte- 
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r "Names. by Antphrefis, as Dioginee © 


Rertericy of Counſel, and artended by all the wigilavcy of the Fudge, 

" yer a _ Corrupt Fury ſhall fell a poor Man, and his Eftate tor 
” a Shilling. ButI( now ) hope better things of you, and that this 
Grievance is redreſſed in this Comnty, fince perſons of Eftates, and worth, 
have diſcharged theſe Mercenary Herds, and took the burden upon their 


own Shoulders. 


And now having thus perform'd my office by blowing 
the Cornet in Gibeah and the Trumpet in Ramoth, rold /ſrae/ 
her Sins, and Judah her Tranſgrefſions 3 the next AC is tron 
the Church to the Coart, from the Pulpit to the 7ribanal, 
where it will be expe&ted, that Moſes thould do all thirgs ac- 
cordirg to t he Patters ſhewed him in the Mount here ;, thei 
you ( My Lords ) be living Laws , walking Statutes , Patrons 
of Peace, Champiens of Juſtice, the Santluary of the Innecent, and 
Commets of the Guilty : Remember then, that the Greater 
you are in place the nearer you are to God, think it not 
enough to be great and Honourable , but pious and Religions 
alſo; you are cxalted to prote& the Innocent, and to relieve 
the oppreſſed, that they might taſte of your mercy, as well 
as tell ot your power, and rather magnifie your Compaſſion, 
then murmur at you Severity, take heed now what you do 
for you judge not for Men, but for God, who will one Day judge 
the World in righteouſneſs, and the People with Equity 5 when 
all Cauſes ſhall be called over 2gain , and God rejudge all, 
that you have judged, when all Men ſhall be reduced to an 
Equal Plea, and without Regard to their charafers, be doom'd 
according to their Deed: In a word then; Let us all live, 
as if we ſaw the things, which we pretend to believe, that 
when Worldly Titles thall prove »fignificant words, fleſbly 
pleaſures ſhall have an end, and Dignities, and Diſtinftions 
be no more, when Faith and Holineſs ſhall be the marks of Honoar; 
and Infidelity and JIrreligios the Badges of perperual Infamy ; 
when you mult give an account of your Stewardſhip, and ſhall 
be no longer Stewards, you may then be brought by faith unto 
fruition, and be received into fulneſs of joys and Rivers of 
pleaſures which are for ezermore, Which God of his Infinite 


= mercy grant, To whom, &c. 
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